120 


Btrd, Trephining nnd Kemovnl of Bullet from Brain. [Jim. 

moved the clump, cleansed the wound, and applied sol. carbolic acid. Pulse 
90 ; administered 20 drops of elix. opii, tr. valerian 3j, which was followed 
bj a comfortable sleep. 

15tt. Pulse 82. Appetite good, and in every respect comfortable. 

Pulse 90. Passed a comfortable morning, but becoming nervons 
and restless, at 2 P.M. 20 drops elix. opii were given her, with relief. Ad¬ 
ministered an enema, subsequently a dose of castor oil (5ij), for the pur¬ 
pose of moving the bowels, without any effect. 

r if £ assed a comfortable night without any anodyne; enema repeated, 
followed by a full action from the bowels; menstrual discharge still con¬ 
tinues. ° 

I8//1. This morning (one week from the day of the operation) the pins 
were removed, the wound having healed by the first intention. 

19M. Pulse 94. Slight fever (which soon abated) with loss of ap¬ 
petite. ^ 

• Pulse 93. Stronger and better than at any time since the opera¬ 
tion. Sut up for a few minutes while her bed was being made. 

23d. Has been quite comfortable for the past two days. Walked down 
stairs to her diuuer without feeling any inconvenience whatever l>eyond a 
little fatigue. 

24th. Rode out for on hour, enjoying the ride very much. 

28d»- Left Lancaster yesterday morning, remaining over night in Balti¬ 
more, nnd reached Frederick, Md., this morning, feeling well and but little 
fatigued from her journey. From this time her convalescence continued, 
her strength increasing from day to day, with but one interruption, a slight 
attack of cholera morbus, the result of a little imprudence in diet. From 
this she soon rallied. 

August 31. Has entirely recovered her health, feeling better than for 
many years, and leaves for her home in Missouri this evening. 

September 25. Mrs. W., reached home on the 3d iust., having borne 
her journey without feeling any inconvenience whatever, and is now attend¬ 
ing to her domestic duties with all her former energy. 


Art. XVIL— Trephining and Removal of a Bullet which had passed 
through the Brain. By William A. Byrd, M.D., of Ursa, Illinois. 


Is the October (1871) number of this Journal, Dr. Benjamin Howard 
relates a case of trephining for a bullet that had traversed the greatest 
convexity of the forehead and then entered the skull, the patient making 
a good recovery. In commenting upon his case, Dr. H. says he has not 
been able to find one exactly similar. The case herein reported, though 
somewhat analogous to Dr. Howard’s, is more like the one reported by 
Baron Larrey. I regret that I can only report it from memory and in an 
imperfect form. 


After the battle of Champion’s Hill, Mississippi, May 1C, 18G3, during 
which I was wounded rnjself, William C. Uopkins, of St. Louis. Missouri, 
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l>elonging to the same regiment with myself, 1st and 4th Missouri Con¬ 
federate Volunteers, was brought into the yard that served for a hospital, 
and was laid upon the pile of cotton which served for bunks next the one 
I occupied, suffering apparently from a contused wound of the forehead 
immediately above the right eye. When the surgeon having charge of the 
ward came around to examine the wounded, he pronounced the wound of 
Hopkins a contusion produced by a fragment of shell. Daring the six days 
I remained in the hospital at that place his wound was dressed with cold 
water-dressing, the man being delirious most of the time, sitting and talk¬ 
ing to almost every one aronnd him in a mixed jargon of French and Eng¬ 
lish, though at times he was perfectly rational. lie slept well under the 
iufluence of morphia, which I gave him myself when he got too noisy. 

After I left that hospital to go to Virginia, I was informed by Mr. Hop¬ 
kins, and others of my acquaintance who were with him, that he was 
moved to a hospital at Clinton, Mississippi, that was in charge of a Dr. 
Hunt, of Louisiana, who, ten days after he received his injury, was ex¬ 
amining his head, when he discovered a spot a little to the right of the 
occipital protuberance that was painful when touched, and having the ap¬ 
pearance of being a very slight portion of the occipital bone forced by 
some power from within outward. This led him to examine more care¬ 
fully the wound of the forehead, which by this time was suppurating freely. 
He found that the frontal bone had received a fracture of both tables, but 
in such a manner as to allow the piece or pieces to spring back almost 
into a natural position. Passing a probe in at this wound, he found that 
it passed to the back part of the head in immediate neighbourhood of the 
lesion of the occipital bone, where it met a hard convex substance. 

This settled the diagnosis, so far as Dr. Hunt was concerned, and with 
the assistance of the hospital staff he trephined over the supposed site of 
the foreign substance, and was rewarded by finding a large conical leaden 
ballet, much roughened by its passage through the frontal bone. 

How the case progressed after this I know not; but upon my return to 
niy regiment, or shortly afterwards, which was in September, 1863, I saw 
Mr. Hopkins, and examined the scar both upon the front and back of his 
head, and also heard several of my friends speak of being present during 
the operation. 

I saw Mr. Hopkins several times during 1864; in fact, during the early 
part of the year—until May, I think—he was with the regiment, doing 
duty as a soldier most of the time. He made no complaint of his head 
bothering him except when marching under a hot sun, which he said caused 
him to become dizzy, with a heavy headache. 

Some time during 1864 he was detailed on some in-door service, since 
which time I have not seen him, but believe that he might be found by 
addressing him at St. Louis, Cape Girardeau, or New Madrid, Missouri, at 
which places I think he has relatives. 

I was not acquainted with Dr. Hunt, and do not know where he might 
now be found, or I should have addressed him, and requested that he, being 
the operator in the case, report it. But that now being impossible, I give 
the case to the profession as I know it. 

Um, Illinois, Nov. 27,1871. 



